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The Pedagogical Bible School: A Scientific Study of the Sunday 
School, with Chief Reference to the Curriculum. By Rev. 
Samuel B. Haslett, Ph.D., Worcester, Mass. Chicago: F. H. 
Revell Co., 1903. Pp. 383. $1.25. 

This volume was prepared by the author while honorary fellow in 
the psychology of religion at Clark University, and was presented to that 
university as a thesis for the degree of doctor of philosophy. An intro- 
duction to the book has been written by President G. Stanley Hall, com- 
mending in general the writer's standpoint and presentation of his subject. 
It may therefore be understood that the book sets forth in large measure the 
ideas of Clark University regarding religious psychology and pedagogy. 
Dr. Haslett, however, has given mature consideration to the facts and prob- 
lems of this field. His book is a strong and useful one in many ways. 

The author in his preface insists that the content of religious teaching 
is of pre-eminent importance, and that this is the point at which to begin 
the improvement of the Sunday school. "The improvement of the Bible 
school through the improvement of the course of study and instruction is 
the central thought and purpose of this book." Part I (pp. 1-84) gives a 
rapid survey of the religious instruction of the past, with an appreciative 
discussion of present Sunday-school lesson systems-, and brief reference to 
progressive movements that have recently entered the field of religious 
education. Part II (pp. 85-204) presents the results of recent child-study 
with regard to the stages and characteristics of growth through childhood 
and adolescence. The author presents this new light upon religious educa- 
tion simply, attractively, and effectively. Perhaps it is the best popular 
presentation yet available of the facts one needs to know for a right under- 
standing and planning of Sunday-school instruction. Part III (pp. 205- 
348) is entitled "Fitting a Bible School Curriculum to the Pupil." Much of 
what has already been given under Part II reappears here in slightly 
modified form with reference to the arrangement of the curriculum; there 
is therefore considerable duplication in the book. This, however, is a 
minor matter, and the general reader will be glad to have the author's dis- 
cussion of psychology and pedagogy brought into immediate connection 
with his discussion of the content and method of the curriculum. He 
discusses: (1) the determining principles of a Bible-school course of instruc- 
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tion; (2) subjects of special importance in a course of study for the Bible 
school; (3) an outline of a course of Bible-school lessons as based on the 
results of this study. 

Dr. Haslett's treatment of the principles underlying the Sunday school 
is thorough and excellent. An ideal system of education, he says, aims at 
three chief things: "the acquisition of knowledge, the development of skill 
or power to do, and the formation of character." The five principles in 
which he summarizes his thought are these: (1) a course of study for the 
Bible school should be purposive from beginning to end; (2) it should be a 
united and related whole; (3) it should be carefully graded to suit the reli- 
gious condition, capacity, and needs of pupils at each stage of growth and 
development: (4) it should be flexible and adaptable in its nature; (5) it 
should be broad in scope, the material used being varied and comprehensive. 
The following factors of instruction are discussed in a helpful and inter- 
esting way: stories and story-telling, the supernatural and the miraculous, 
fiction as lesson material, object-teaching, pictures, nature-study, poetry, 
memory-training, a doctrinal catechism, grading, principles and methods 
of instruction. Of course, there will be varying opinions regarding all of 
them, but the author presents a wise view in almost all particulars. His 
fifteen points, for instance, against the doctrinal catechism (pp. 275^77) 
are well taken. 

The outline of a Bible-school curriculum which is finally constructed 
for the reader (pp. 305-40) is built upon the principles established by 
modern child-study (elaborately stated on pp. 207-40). The needs of the 
growing child for the development of his mental, moral, and spiritual 
capacities is the determining consideration. The best material of all 
kinds for promoting this development is to be sought and used. He 
describes in a general way the kind of material which is most useful at each 
stage of child-growth. The Bible is to be extensively used, and general 
history and literature as well. The difficulty one finds is that there has been 
no specific designation of biblical and non-biblical material in the scheme 
proposed. It will be perhaps quite generally granted by those who are 
thoughtful concerning present religious education that the large range of 
material which Dr. Haslett suggests is to be used, but many will wish a 
detailed list of material to be employed throughout the system. The 
"lesson contents" for the Intermediate Department (age, twelve to fifteen 
years) are given as: "(1) Old Testament biography; (2) New Testament 
biography; (3) biography selected from the history of the Christian church; 
(4) biography selected from the world's heroes; (5) history of Israel from 
the beginning to the close of the Old Testament; (6) studies in the life of 
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Christ, emphasizing his character, teaching, and work; (7) studies in Acts; 
(8) studies in the age of chivalry; (9) studies in biblical poetry; (10) studies 
in the world's best literature suitable for the grade." 

And there the reader is abandoned to his fate. He must make his 
own selections from this whole range of history and literature, fix his own 
proportions of the several elements, construct his own arrangement of the 
lesson material, and plan through it all to accomplish the right results in 
his pupils. Another volume is therefore needed to work out the specific 
features of the curriculum proposed. Certainly a new "uniform system" 
is not desired, where a cast-iron framework of instruction is fixed; curricu- 
la will vary according to the needs of particular schools, and according to 
the ideas of those who prepare and those who use them. But Sunday- 
school workers must be given definite, discriminating, and explicit guidance 
in the selection and arrangement of the material from the Bible and from 
other sources to fit the needs of the several stages of child-development. 

A list of books upon the general subject of religious pedagogy is furnished 
(pp. 349-63), arranged alphabetically. The selection is in general good, 
although some of the titles scarcely deserve the recognition they receive. 
There is no adequate characterization of the books as to their content, 
point of view, and practical value. There is absolutely no classification 
of the literature— a surprising neglect. Some of the books deal with the 
psychology and pedagogy of religious education, some deal with the history 
of the Sunday school, some deal with the methods of Sunday-school teach- 
ing, some deal wholly with Sunday-school administration, some consist of 
Bible studies, some are introductory to the Bible, some are books of Bible 
stories " rewritten for young readers," etc. A classification of this literature 
should have been made along these lines, and the aim, point of view, and 
relative value of the several books in each group should have been indicated. 
One of the most effective ways to promote religious education at the present 
time is to answer discriminatingly the thousands of inquiries for the best 
books on this subject. Book-lists, therefore, should contain titles carefully 
chosen, well arranged, and adequately characterized. 

The last word to be spoken concerning Dr. Haslett's volume is one of 
high and wide commendation. It is certainly one of the few best books on 
Sunday-school instruction, and should be read by all. The point of view, 
the information, the suggestions, and the stimulus of the book will greatly 
promote our present progress. 

C. W. V. 



